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By Cathryn P&r:qhoe Y
ichael Grunberger, the
head of Hebraic stud-
jes at the Library of

Congress, b%‘hh
eyes and his finger down as as
he dares to the neat Hebrew letter-
ing on a tattered brown page of the
scroll of psalms.

It is more than 2,000 years ald,
this ragged bit of half-tanned animal
skin, spread out now (o a length of
perhaps 30 inches, enveloped in pro-
tective plexiglass and polypropyl-
ene. It is one of the scrolls found in
the 1940s and 'S08 in caves beside the

Sea.

And perhaps because of its com-
paratively large size, it is the first
display a visitor encounters on step-
ping into the Library of Congress’
major exhibit, opening today, of 12
fragments from the Dead Sea
Scrolls — the most important manu-
script discovery of the 20th century.

Mr. Grunberger reads.

“This is Psalm 14S here, written
in such a beautiful hand,” he says,
letting his voice betray elation — of
the most scholarly sort, of course.

“Look at the Tetragrammaton, 1n
paleo-Hebrew, so different in shape,”
he says.

And sure enough, there on the
page in writing larger than the rest,
looking indeed like a set of tiny
tracks from some paleo-chicken
(forgive us, O Lord), are the four He-

. see SCROLL, page E3
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brew letters that make bold to sug-
gest the unutterable name of God. |
They are written in English as
YHWH, from which proceed Yah-
weh and the Christian Jehovah.
“The name was s0 holy it couldff’t
be pronounced. The word ‘Lord’ is
only a substitute for it,” Mr. Grunber-
ger says, and one notices right away
that he doesn't pronounce the name.
Never mind that in 1956, when
Bedouin herdsmen found this scroll
in the 11th and last cave to be discov-
ered, it was shrouded in bat dung. -
Never mind that what's here 1n
this display case is not the entire

- psalm scroll, or that no one unfamil-

iar with Hebrew can read what it

Bays.s
What is important is that here at
the ib: — in a gallery whose

walls are sheathed in ocher rock-
work made of fibergldss — are 12
flakes of history, dating from per-
haps the third century B.C. to 70

_A:D,, that are thought to be older

than any other surviving biblical
manuscripts by almost a thousand

years.

What's important is that accom-
panying them are 88 objects — pot-
tery bowls and inkwells, boxwood
hair combs, leather thongs, coins,
scraps of basketry — excavated at
Qumran, the site by the Dead Sea
shore whose inhabitants, many
think, produced the scrolls.

What's most important, from the
viewpoint of scholars and of those
who savor controversy, is that these
selections from the original scrolls
are here open to public view for the
first time in a generation. They've
been held tightly at the Rockefeller
Museum in Jerusalem since the
1950s by a handful of French, Brit-
ish and American experts who re-
fused access to all but their close
colleagues, thereby provoking one

\\cao

* major exhibition of 12

One of the jars that held fragments
of the scrolls, excavated at Qumran

of the great academic resentments
of all time.

In fact the Israeli Antiquities
Authority, which has had custody of
the Rockefeller scrolls since the
1967 war, approached the Library of
Congress (and the New York Public
Library, where the exhibit will open
in October) to request this showing
— to defuse, according to Mr. Grun-
berger, the mounting furor over the
scrolls’ inaccessibility.

You won't learn that from Gen.
Amir Drori, who took over as the
authority's director in 1988 and is
generally credited with throwing
open the scrolls: He has expanded
the circle of privileged scholars to
60 and speeded up their publication
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Value of ammm Sea Scrolls becoming clearer

By Laurie Lattimore
Missouri Word & Way

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.
(BP)—A two-hour Hollywood
blockbuster—with fictional archae-
ologist Indiana Jones braving

snakes, tarantulas and bad %E\m to

explore the Dead Sea Scrolls lega-
cy—wouldn’t do justice to the sig-
nificance of the centuries-old Jew-
ish writings, the oldest known ver-
sion of the Old Testament.

To the academic world, their
1947 discovery just 10 miles east of
Jerusalem in the Qumran caves has
proved to be a gold mine. But many

Christiari laypeople have little com-

_prehension of the scrolls’ signifi-

cance.
Unlike the grocery store tabloids
proclaim, the scrolls say nothing of

_Elvis” return. Mainstream scholars

also discount fringe theories that
Jesus Christ is mentioned in the
scrolls—particularly a translation
from Australian Barbara Theiring
which says Jesus did not die on the
cross but was drugged and later re-

~vived by the disciples so he could

marry Mary Magdalene.
~ What the scrolls reveal directly is

extremely close to the Hebrew and

Aramaic texts of the Dead Sea
manuscripts—judged to have been
written between 200 B.C. and 50
A.D. The sheer consistency of the
Old Testament offers Christians va-
lidity and confirmation, scholars
contend.

“It’s nothing shy of miraculous,”
said Larry McKinney, professor of
archaeology and biblical back-
grounds at Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Kansas
City, Mo. McKinney’s master’s the-
sis dealt with a Habakkuk scroll, to

, _narrow the time period in which it
that the Old Testament used today is .

was written. -

Qa m%.,...mx%% say ..., page 13




Experts say Dead Sea Scrolls affirm Bible’s accuracy

Continued from page 1

The first of the hidden scrolls was
found in the Judean desert by Be-
douin shepherds, unleashing the ar-
chaeological discovery of the centu-
ry. Scrolls were uncovered between
1947 and 1956 in 11 rocky Qumran
caves. Located about 10 miles outside
of Jerusalem, the caves are adjacent
to the ruins of a settlement of the as-
cetic Jewish sect known as the Ess-
enes—believed to be the authors of
the scrolls.

About 800 partial and complete
texts make up the Dead Sea Scrolls—
the first native documents to come out
of the Holy Land from the centuries
before Christ. About 127 of the docu-
ments are biblical texts—representing
the entire Old Testament. Fragments
have been found from every book ex-
cept Esther, the only book of the mod-
ern Bible that does not mention God.

Cave 4, excavated in 1952, repre-
sented the largest single trove of bib-
lical texts—thousands of fragments
from most of the Hebrew Bible.
Many of the fragments from Cave 4
were among the scrolls kept secret by
appointed scholars until 1991.

Today’s world largely unChristian
North Americans and Christians do not constitute a ,
majority in the world population s&s according to the -

World Development Forum.

The Jordan government initially
took control of all but the first few
scrolls, which were translated and
published by independent Israeli
scholars and displayed at the Shrine
of the Book in Jerusalem starting in
1965.

Roland De Vaux was assigned by
Jordan authorities to assemble an in-
ternational team of seven scholars to
publish the rest of the scrolls. Scrolls
were published regularly for nearly a
decade, but the process slowed as
scholars became overwhelmed with
the amount of material to work
through.

After the Six-Day War in 1967,
when Israel claimed territory from
Jordan, Syria and the United Arab
Republic, the scrolls came under the
Israeli Antiquities Authority, and dis-
closure was broadened. The team of
scholars chosen to translate and pub-
lish the scrolls was expanded to about
40.

In 1989, photocopies of the scrolls
in Jordan and Israel were placed in
American libraries as safehouses be-
cause of war in the Middle East. They
went to Huntington Library in San

The organization reports that if a global village were
formed representing the demographics of theworld =~
population, it would include 564 Asians, 210 Europeans, 86

- Africans, 80 South Americans and 60 North Americans.
.. From another view, this global village would include 300
 Christians (of which only 84 would be Protestants), 175
- Muslims, 128 Hindus, 55 Buddhists, 47 Animists, 210
without any religious affiliation and 85 from miscellaneous

religious groups.

Also, within this group, 60 people would control half the
total income, 500 would be hungry, 600 would five in
shantytowns and 700 would be iliterate. =~

Such diversity also reflects a growing trend in the United
States. Some studies estimate that by 2010 this nation will
become “post-majority”—no cultural group will be able to

achieve majority status. And the largest “ethnic minority”

 will be Hispanics, who will have eclipsed African

i A,

-Americans.
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Marino, Calif., and Hebrew Union
College in Cincinnati. Two years lat-
er, the Huntington Library decided to
open the vaults and make the com-
plete set available for scholarly re-
view. Soon after, Israel loosened its
restrictions on who may study the
scrolls.

As access to the scrolls has broad-
ened, so have the interpretations,
which range from the absurd to the
debatable.

But the bottom line, according to
theologians interviewed for this arti-
cle, is that the modern Bible is re-
markably consistent with the Qumran
scrolls. ]

Today’s Old Testament is based
on 10th century A.D. texts copied by
the Masoretes, a group of Jewish
scribes known for meticulous accura-
cy. In the 66 chapters of Isaiah, only
13 minor variations have been found
between the scrolls and the Masoretic
text.

Edward Cook, research scholar at
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati,
has been translating some of the scroll
fragments since 1991. Cook said the
fact the Bible is so strikingly accurate

is the major news of the Dead Sea

Scrolls discovery.

“When the oldest manuscripts of
the Old Testament come ‘rom 1000
A.D.—a long time after the prophets
had lived—there is fear and suspicion
that (the.texts) might have been
changed,” Cook said. “The Dead Sea
Scrolls show that it hasn’t changed,
confirming that the Old Testament
was not corrupted.”

In a few cases, recent translations
of the Bible have included newly dis-
closed texts from the Qumran scrolls.
The 1990 New Revised Standard
Version adds an entire paragraph in 1
Samuel that is in the scrolls but not in
the Masoretic text. Chapter 11 tells of
King Saul leading his people against
the Ammonites. The Qumran text de-
scribes the oppression of the Israelites
by the Ammonite king Nahash.

McKinney noted one instance in
which the scrolls omit a text found in
the modern Bible. There is no third
chapter in Habakkuk, which is a
prayer by the prophet in today’s trans-

lations. McKinney said scholars ques-
tion whether scribes added the prayer
later.

The scrolls—both biblical texts
and other documents—give insight
into early Judaism and the beginnings
of the Christian church after Jesus’
crucifixion. Some of the documents
are considered “apocrypha,” coming
from the inter-testamental period in
which the Essenes wrote their views
of a war at the end of time and of the
coming of a Messiah. Jesus’ name is
not written, but the Essenes anticipat-
ed their messiah would be a prophet
like Moses, a king like David and a
priest like Aaron.

FredYoung, retired Old Testament
professor at Central Baptist Seminary
in Kansas City, Kan., said he concurs
with many scholars who believe the
Essenes were influential to the writ-
ers of the Gospels.

For example, a passage from a
scroll in Cave 4 apparently refers to
the Messiah’s coming by saying he
will “heal the wounded, resurrect the
dead (and) preach glad tidings to the
voo—-.ou

This closely resembles Luke 7:20-
23, in which Jesus instructs the fol-
lowers of John the Baptist to tell of
the healings they witnessed.

Another fragment from the Qum-
ran scrolls published in the Biblical
Archaeology Review reads, “... and
by his name shall he be hailed as the
Son of God, and they shall call him
Son of the Most High.” This Aramaic
passage is almost identical to the first
chapter of Luke, when the angel Gab-
riel announces to Mary the birth o
Jesus. ‘

Hulitt Gloer, professor of New
Testament at Midwestern Seminary,
said the scrolls “give us a backdrop to
the early church and the development
of Christianity.”

The Essene tradition is considered
to be the tradition of Jesus, he ex-
plained.

“Understanding Judaism in the
first century gives us more of the
background from which Jesus came
and taught, and insights into how the
people thought about God and the
kingdom of God.”




The message of the Dead Sea scrolls

By J. Bradley Keena

his weekend marks the SOth
anniversary of the announce-
ment of the discovery of per-
haps the most important Biblical

archaeological find of the century,"

the Dead Sea Scrolls. The discovery
of these ancient manuscripts in
Palestine put factual marrow into the
historical event that Christians have
for years commemorated on Easter.

By 1948, the Biblical account of
the death and resurrection of Christ
had suffered years of intense scien-
tific and theological attack. Christ-

ian scholars could, of course, point -

to sound New Testament accounts of
the Passion of Jesus. But what about
the books of the Old Testament, said
to have foretold Christ’s death and
resurrection? The problem, accord-
ing to Biblical scholar Sir Frederick
Kenyon, writing in 1947, is that “we
can only arrive at an idea of it by a
study of the earliest translations
made from it” — namely, copies of
the Old Testament produced in the
ninth century after Christ.

For example, since the time of
Christ, the book of Isaiah has been

J. Bradley Keena is a host and
commentator on America’s Voice
television network.

crucial to the historicity of the
events surrounding His death and
resurrection. Isaiah 53, purported-
ly written hundreds of years before
Jesus’ birth, forecasts:

He was pierced through for our
transgressions,

He was crushed for our iniquities;

The chastening for our well-being
fell upon Him,

And by His stripes we are healed.

True to the Isaiah prophecy, the
New Testament records that a sol-

dier pierced the side of Christ with

a spear after Jesus had been beaten,
mocked and whipped to such a
degree that stripes of blood covered
his back. The Gospels also record
that, although innocent, Jesus was
crucified along with two thieves; that
a wealthy man, Joseph of Arimath-
ea, arranged a noble burial for Jesus
on the day we commemorate on
Good Friday. Isaiah records this too:

His grave was assigned with
wicked men, .

Yet he was with arich manin His
death,

Because- He had done no vio-
lence, :

.Nor was there any deceit in His
mouth.

Unfortunately, before the dis-
covery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, even
our best copies of Isaiah dated hun-
dreds of years after Christ, leaving

Christians the object of scientific
ridicule for their faith. The discov-
ery of the Scrolls forever changed
that. For centuries, the Rabbis
entrusted with the care of copies of
the Holy Scripture had treated
these works with an almost super-
stitious veneration. When copies of
Holy Scripture became too old and
worn to be of any further use for
ordinary purposes, the rabbis of
old would reverently inter the

scrolls of the law and the prophets.
How providential that such was
also the case with the collection of
ancient manuscripts discovered in
caves of the Qumran region, north-
west of the Dead Sea. Described by
sober scholars with adjectives like
“phenomenal” and “sensational,”
the discovery produced a complete
parchment scroll of the book of Isa-
iah in Hebrew. Scholars have
assigned it to the second century
before Christ. A compari-

son with later copies of
Isaiah, dated more than a
millennium later, pro-
duced insignificant vari-
ance. £,

It seems God has a sense
of humor. Overnight, all
who doubted Isaiah’s
remarkable prophecies
themselves became a
laughing stock. Also found
in Isaiah is the very reason
for the Easter celebration,
Christ’s atoning sacrifice,.
the formula for eternal life:

He poured out Himself
to death, v

And was numbered with
the transgressors;

Yet He Himself bore the
sin of many,

And interceded for the
transgressors.
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A guy called Jesus of Nazareth

f anyone has any doubts that we

live in a secular age, he need

only catch a replay of the grand
four hour documentary that the
Public Broadcasting System has just
presented on “From Jesus to
Christ” The identity of Jesus as Our
Savior, despite the title, is rather
; Ty shadowy in this
account and dur-
ing the four long
hours, the Resur-
rection is men-
tioned only inci-
dentally in one
brief sentence.
All the words
sanctified
through the cen-
turies such as,
“And in Jesus
Christ-His only
Son our Lord,”
have been cut as
apparently insignificant.

But even being ignored is favored

Richard
Grenier

treatment compared to the brushing -

off PBS the Third Day He rose again
from the dead” — which in PBS’s
version just doesn’t seem to have
even happened. In fact, in PBS’s
story of the secular Jesus (rarely
called “Christ,” Greek for “Messi-
ah’), nothing otherworldly seems to
happens at all.

There is no forgiveness of sins, no
promise of eternal life — and this for
audiences in America, an over-
whelmingly Christian country, and
a country all set for Easter, whose
specific liturgical goal is to cele-
brate Christ’s ascent into Heaven.
After four sometimes tedious hours
watching the varied and conflicting
accounts of the life of PBS’s secular
Jesus, one might well wonder how it

Richard Grenier is a columnist for
The Washington Times. His column
appears here Tuesday and Friday.

was that this tiny Jewish Christian
sect — with no divine claims —
swallowed all in its path, including
the Roman Empire, which must
have required a big swallow.

“The Quest for the Historical
Jesus,” an early 20th century work
by Albert Schweizer, was one of a
handful of works by clerical scholars
that, in the modern age — often with
utmost piety — have tried to find out
more about Jesus and the early
Church than we're told in the New
Testament. Universities were soon
quite awash in scholarly studies of
Jesus’s life and Crucifixion, some
studies focussing on one gospel or
other source, some on others.

At about Jesus’s time, the great
Roman historian Josephus, writing
in Hebrew, Aramaic and above all
Greek, describes a number of Jew-
ish Messianic claimants — all reput-
edly endowed with magical
powers and promising
Jews deliverance from
their Roman masters. One
way or another the Romans
found a way of doing away
with all such Jewish Mes-
sianic movements as sedi-
tious. :

Except for one. Many
scholars believe that the
difference in appeal
between Christian belief
and the assorted pagan ;
beliefs that prevailed
throughout the Roman
Empire lay in the deep
Christian conviction (1)
that their Messiah had
been raised from the dead;
(2) that he would shortly
return with supernatural :
power; and (3) that he
would then destroy the
evil contemporary world
in order to re-create the
kingdom of God. This

original form of Christianity — at
the time still a Jewish sect — was
a powerful Messianic movement.

But these Messianic movements
were virtually wiped out when in
A.D. 70 the Romans destroyed the
Temple in Jerusalem. That Chris-
tianity did not follow the other Mes-
sianic faiths of the day into oblivion
was due, as far as we can tell, to the
transforming genius of Paul, who
resurrected Christianity, not as a
Jewish sect, but as a religion of sal-
vation for all mankind.

The Jesus PBS gives us, not mE.-.

prisingly, is the one popular in late
20th century academic culture. We
do not, in the modern age, know
much about this Messiah, except
for the varying ways his followers
told His story. “Miracle workers are
a dime a dozen in the ancient world,”
writes Michael White of the the Uni-

versity of Texas, so we must be wary.
But much as PBS tells us about mir-
acle workers of the ancient world,
all Front Line’s narrator tells us
about the Resurrection of Jesus is:
“the death and Resurrection of
Jesus lie at the very heart of Paul’s
preaching.” After this, none of Paul’s
preaching about Jesus is heard.
Nothing. The Resurrection is almost
never heard from again.

For those unfamiliar with modern
biblical scholarship, the third sec-
tion of the PBS documentary may be
the most puzzling. We are first given
a modest little course on the four
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. Then, at the destruction of the
Temple in 70 A.D,, we’re told that
Christians huddled together, com-
forting themselves by telling each
other “stories” — not historical
accounts but shared memories which
altogether did not make out a “unified
coherent religious movement.”

This doesn’t sound much like the
Christianity which — with the con-
version of the Emperor Constantine
not much over 200 years later — was
to conquer the entire Roman
Empire and become the official
church of Rome. Nor does PBS even
make mention of credal formulas
such as “The Apostle’s Creed,”
which established Christianity’s
basic belief system for well over a
thousand years.

But Front Line’s libertarian
thinkers, in search of the “true”
Christianity, confess that somewhere
along the line something must have
gone wrong. Before the creeds and
dogmas, they think, before the fixed
canons of books, before the priests
and bishops, there was a truer, freer,
more diverse, more tolerant, more
authentic, religious spirit of Chris-
tianity — not to be identified with the
historic Church. Among these “mod-
ernists” there is great reluctance to
admit that institutionalized and
credal Christianity has now prevailed
for countless centuries, and that
Jesus of Nazareth, to say the least, has
certainly outlived his rivals.




